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TO 


. THE RIGHT HONORABLE 
WILLIAM WINDHAM, 


SECRETARY AT WAR, fe’. fo’. 








SIR, 


I FEEL the higheft fatisfaGion in having the 6 
honour of dedicating thefe Biographical ak 
id Memoirs to you, whofe early difcernment “ae 
of the real tendency, and uniform oppofi- » 
tion to the progrefs of French Principles, 
have entitled you to the gratitude of your 
Country, and to the admiration of Europe. 












I have the honor to be, 






SIR, 






Your moft obedient, humble Servant,’ 










JOHN ADOLPHUS, 


“f Wanew-Sreser, 


Jan. 4. . 3 
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PREFACE, a 

‘ Ri: ‘ 

HE Plan of this Work is to fketch the Lives of a 
the principal actors in the French Revolution, ea 

and to trace the influence of individuals in pro- oe 
ducing events which have filled the world with oi 
aftonifhment, and for which hiftorical parallels are a 
fought in vain. It is alfo no lefs the objet of thefe — Bs 
Memoirs to fhew the nature, fpirit, and tendency of 4 
thofe principles which contributed to the fuccefs of . oe 
fanguine innovators, who, under a pretence of amelio- ae 
rating the condition of mankind, meditated the fub- ee 
verfion of focial order. , Ca: 
I was firft induced to undertake this Work from ae 
obferving the general fyitem of mifreprefentation bea 
which has prevailed in defcribing the characters of met 


thofe who have acted confpicuous parts in the _ a 
Yrench Revolution. Writers friendly to the caufe a 
have laboured to juftify the promoters of it, not i 
by demonttrating the purity or propriety of their 
views, but by an unlimited cenfure of their opponents. 
Succeeding factions have adopted the fame line of 
conduct towards their predeceflors. Language and 
invention have been exhaufted in terms of abufe 
and modes of crimination. 

On the other hand, fome have affumed the tafk 
of being their own Biographers; and, with a fhamelefs 
difregard of truth and decency, have lavifhed on 
themfelves and on their co-operators all the eulogies. 

. which could be claimed by wifdom, virtue, difinter- 
eftednefs, and pure patriotifm. . 
6 From 















be derived ; if the narrators have afforded meang of 


satin Smee 4s their own conduét from year 
to year, they have feldom prefented true motives 


of aétion, or i 3 gr roar ap 
wor 


The biographical s which have appeared in the 
courfe of the French Revolution are, therefore, not 
to be implicitly depended on, but can only obtain 
a partial credit, by a comparifon with cot 
narratives and with the hiftory of the times. 

And yet it is from thefe fources that moft of the 
“writers who have defended the Revolution ‘have 
drawn their materials, implicitly crediting all the un- 
i hi which the enemies of Monarchy have 
_eatt on the King and Quéen, and on their adherents, 


and mien the’ interefted and’ partial accounts 


-aniliorities °° | 


¥ 


which the Regicides-have given of their own condu& 
and party. ‘They have'glfo frequently exaggerated 
what they found; and as feldom precifely quote 
their authorities, they oct ey Soe many, whom 
want of leifure or facility of difpofition have pre- 
“vented from purfuing the proper means of deteétion. 
~T have made it my bufinefs’ faithfully and dili- 
oe aia both fides’ of the queftion ; to fe- 
Te&, combine, and compare the difcordant accounts 
~of the fame tranfa@tion ; to'weigh the motives which 
various parties have afligned for their own’ condu& 
and'that of their opponents ;‘and to*draw’ fach’pro- 
bable refults as were warranted by’ circumftances and 
CAST PT OST ele! Se a Ot 
‘To avoid every imputation’ of ‘inten 
Rave made it’an invariable ‘rule to advar 
tion’ for which T have not produced my au 
Y ake aie my ‘work would’ ha 










Sup ietnith ¢6°a different elttina loll Oa eee BOR tical 
romances which ‘are’ daily’ obtritded ¢ » worlds - 
_ under the names of hiftory atid biography. °°" 0" 
TFs udingilarity Wi hE Ge WHICH have eagle 
_ thy attention, that the lapfe of a few years has dif- 
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, sleds auiiaddaataaehiedebetil demechtited 
ufaally formed the refearch of fubfequent genera. 
‘tions, been. ee produced under the name of 
. fecret iftory, now ftands with a fall dich the dili i 
inquirer may be gratified 
aaa atee, as well as. the. _conduct.of 
thofe who, during a moft interefting period of, ate 
French Revolution, directed the helm “ aren 
engaged the attention of mankind, 
‘The nature of the information fous to berobeained 
has formed, with refpe& to time, the limit)of> my 
prefent undertaking. During: the early periods sof 
the Revolution, and unti the latter end of the, year 
1794, the afperity of crimination and the zeal) of 
defence produced mnumerable publications, in-which 
the authors, vindicating, themfelves and. ftigmatiz- 
ps rapt: adverfaries, Tevealed thofe. important: facts 
h on  dpaioulagagamatedecamsahe ue 
ave: 
After aes _Robelpierre, the Frew Gover 
ment lolt ats appearance of open violence, 
to aflume, the the schntadlertie of er bb 
Violent factions were no longer {uffered ~toninfult 
and defy each, other in. the halls. of . . 
clubs, ee in aiyet 9 i gs the. 
party, by. means terror, and: the 
fuppreffion of all.publications'that did rept rom 
conduét in every particular, {ucceeded. in { 
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sav tetas ‘Louis XV. plac t on 
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. retice “Whale 

Abaco d the peacieding diye of tas ie 

a no bounds to their A sn - 9 hailed his acceffion 
Wy ‘as. the golden moment 


reviving nefs, 
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5 a RG he pe Serco’ 








ecity 


PELL Te eas TRE OT 


SL escat, 
ape 





ee eae 


i a s true, ia 





ie? 


2 og, UE 









e~*&_review thofe 















 nounce without w 
to government 3 pre lf. 
pain, to take the Bin. gE, 

At the aceeflion of Louis XVI. the xs 3 EX- Conds 
tremely p . The i ng i 1 / 
at araiiedee 

ueen, 
pd Aprile cies ch the want of 
long jong oeectiel Aha of kre t 
attach nent of the: the ende: a 
which youth and perity prompted * 
public heard with: delight, appeared 'to add’ to! 

a sity and confequence of every Frenchman, * 

his monarch, and the fplendour 
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“rol mily; feemed to find hisown. The Pe” 2 a 
the queen were ealeulae to increafe this pre- © ro 
poffeffion. Confcious of i dignity, andfecure ce 


of her own fupetiority, the fought no aid from ex- 
traneous refources ; never doub of her power to 
command refpeét, the divefted@Miajetty of © all’ its 


formalities, and folicited efteem!™ 


oe 











made of her » 
‘entertainment there; and fie va! 
tered him in the moft fenfible ps 

Englith fyle, and by building twelve cot 
were eftabiithed as many poor families 
e 45-275. Set alfo Arthur Young"s : 
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mation, sufe of that condefcending expreffiong» 
“Lami er Tam myfelf*.” She was 
the. of mirth: and gaiety.; and if the plea~: 


fures efanGioned ocecafionally tranfgrefied the 
‘ limits ftriét prudence, or violated the gravity of 
“os court sby permitting deep play, and en- 
agi Sag emma ich: indiferetions, Geet babe re- 
_ prefen f dramatic pieces, it muft not be for-. 
ten that thefe were the extreme bounds to which 
dure of the moft rigid can extend. I am aware 
it this opinion has many prejudices to-encounter 
mong thofe whofe minds have been poifoned ru 
nalignant publications, which I forbear to fpecify 
mdsamong thofe who rely indol ona 
eer Biced” report, and ohe iotee na cel the 







out ‘Tne foundationin truth. I fhall not, in future, 
interrupt the courfe of narration to refute general 
calumnies, or to xgpel unfounded infinuations ; but 
I intreat the r to difcard from his mind the 
aceulations of her enemies, and the 
ations of pretended impartialifts, and 
‘the courfe of the queen’scon-" 
ey her fulfilling, with zeal and 
, , the moft arduous duties of 
: mother, i in circumftances: the moft try 
we i ig —s affection. vie 
Hal ul ween id her hufband, - 
ace ich no fufferings could. ieee alienate; le 
a him c r the refolution with which the bo: up 
ee ay infult, the dignity with which fhe fahclignad 
os a ‘to misfortune ; let him then examine the fource of 
| thele calumies ee a are : deftitute a a: ‘ 


de Polignae, 17+ 

= Ne reader of tafte or de- 
to perufe. A compiete  fommaeyiee 

in them will be found in ellftone- 


7 P+ 33-132. s 
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erad then judg 1& can be pro- 
duced in ie ame mind with fuch \atrocious guilt, 
and whether the caufe of thefe flanders is Sai. 
ciently evident to prove that they are/not enti i to 
the flighteft belief: 
The Picsioe of economy had been. Suit. as “to 1777. 


flatter the benevolent oe of the an, 
with the moft encouragin spe ge his views 
were deranged, and all il the ae $+ ore Siccade 
fuperfeded by he was u to take in 
i tee saipebing th f sites of his 
e refinghiaety Gpiniog? ge g the juftice 
conse ii = to demontftrate that every principle 
of found ‘thould have united to deter the king 
of France from ‘enga ng in it. He himfelf was 
fenfible of this in his latter days, as to de 
that advantage had been taken of his y 5 ad 
The queen avowed herfelf a decided partifan Fok ae 
the Americans, and her influence rendered their ee 
caufe fafhionable’. The youngs nobles of France 
confidered America as the sheaete of glory, and haft. 
ened thither to learn the art of war*. They returned 
flufhed with fuccefs, and replete with new theories 
of government. . The political writers andi 
in France “had already learned to reduce I~ t 
ments refpecting America to a dilemma 5. — Ss. 
was the patron of infurrection, or the cele S| 
ht, on abftratt principle : ifthe patron 4 
tion, he was a mere tyrant, who | 
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CHUM AeO Ae sight, Mi-could be thed dagbloods. 284 
wights of the cresfurt of his people to fupport thofe sid 
onl 


in re, which they themfelves ineffeCtually 


At is not my intention to recite all the circum- vfes of 
ftances which ‘ed to the French revolunggeyent rel rile 


J lls 
© Bertrend’s Memoirs, vol. iis p. 37+ +e? ; 
tn a Hiftory, vol. i. ey Plagfair's a 
# p- 78. , 
© Impartial Hiftory, ubi fupras F 
o.2 : merely, 
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Le ae himfelf might | 








is foreign tomy pur 
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rat “and made thes sane - 
fimeiple ; nor fhall attack the le 





GC on religion’and politics, who np bate. the 
ae faith, and Primed the bonds of allegiance : 
1 the ‘Not attempt to defcribe the fluctuations of 
public opinion, and thew how far policy might have 
been combined with force to reftore the fplendour 
) bosbority, and give ftability, to the <a power. 
nite jo many views, anddifplay t 
F each {pecific ‘caufe, would a ee the 
efs the intentions. of a work like 
is the tafk of Hiftory, e 
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whic 


















: heir fhare ; eee me . 
of this wi pork, adverted ‘to others which _ 
0 lefs off ae fared the enecsians 3 
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meful influer nce ove 
ave defca : 
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erfed” in fer age was 


he voice a ws 3 but whil 


ncn epee no fien of Sreg y> he ai 
tea otion, te events which mig 
himfelf or his defeendants to the throne, andi 
thofe hopes in which his anceftors had’ been 
gh ‘The felfith views which he affecté 
illufts iT eons mt a were 
event, expofed” 
ae Ir @eftroyed’ ‘att thofe ! fe hope which’ 
fo fondly cherifhed, and lett no yr 









_ tunate ® parents, imprifoj 
® See Mignaneav. eNe 
by. 


Ke itil in Franee, edited 
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étec forstheir. children’. . Prayers fox 

re offered up in all parts of the king- 
‘military, religious, and 

le «ee in ~*~ of devotion 


Ly ase 

ifplayed her charity i ina waite ie. in- 
Bing « engaging. She caufed to be feleéted 
» hundred youn Peng poor, andvof good cha- 
rac ey the  parifhes in Paris, Hieachot 
whom ythe gave sal undred livres (21/7. 175. 6d.) 

a matriage portion ; two hundred livres (8 /. 155.) 
to 0 purchale a fuit of clothes for their hufbands; and 
twely es (105. 6d.) fora wedding dinner °. 
while the queen was thus difplaying the good- 
nels of her difpofition, the engines of calumny were 
already employed in undermining her reputation, in 
ng the public joy, and in depreciating the acts 
nevolence which charmed the people. ‘Thefe 


<oey renewed when the 
the Sil family. wore crowsed b the birth 
prince. On that occafion the public feltivit, 
hoc nded, ‘and the se ne 



























be necefary farm the reader, that j in Paris 
to offer theif” 


i women pi ep pS 
i 3 ep and if meben x 
i ; remedy againft ¢ +) 
i “by i it in a fummary wa s 
ays in ord proceffes. 7 " 
Be . “p- 287. 296. 


II-tax for a year 
refiding in the capital; 
prifoners for debt in 
x oe 
d com 
4 ‘the debts of 7 


at an early period ae lution. Ff 
and youre brother were refervéd to partici 
difafters*of their family. ae 
The progrefs'of the war, the freedom of. dolitical — 


difcuffion, the exertions of the economitts, 

arts of a refolute faction, had now producedya 
of anxiety and turbulence in the public mind, w 
promifed to forwatdthofe views which amore: 
government, and a more uprere ftateo 
would have reftrained. The ton 
moved without reftraint 

e had been the theme of appl 
peoout $ affailed by 


nations; the national anim 











bjected 
nts to, her 
| reprobation 5, 
people was im- 
@ was repre- 






_to her brother, as ch a tranfactior it 
ly have been k nown to a great » aateror 
amd entries muft have been made imyarious 
which would have alcertained the fa@. Yet 
moft ftriét {crutinies were afterwards made, 
"wealth, honour, and ae would have 

ed. Of | no duch 
dinefs of 






He 









eck 6 f derifion ; ; 
this inconfide 
“ dua, forthe firft ve the a sro wa 
“< ed, that the immenfity of expence, by anith 
sc circulation, was the true principle of cred 
“4 Summaaaxiny applauded by all thofe‘who found them 
es fitted to fecond the minifter in this mode 9 
“ the ftare*#peeti es 
It is to be-recollected, that this chara 
Calonne: is given’ by his avowed | 
ther authors pon ae in 
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~ Chritte’s tters, p. 67. Play! 
© See Bertrand’s Memoirs, vok, 
| Ps47-, Wilde's Addrefs, p. 349 
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r i Ned to pay a vifit to 
jurg to fee one of them navigated and funk. 
journey was a progrefs of benevolence*, every 
which could endear a monarch to his people 
sed his conduc. He fpent four days at Cher- 
‘Bourg, not like aman who leaves home to gratify 
an curiofity, but examining, inveftigating, and 
mparing a préfetited’to ne poe ‘The 
Gneorropted by the efforts of fedition, 
him with acclamations and be Se 
d*fome favours, and had in 
prevented by the’ felfithnets 
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feet, and craved 
king rarfed her up, faying, — 
fh you had interceded for ~ 


performed 
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of his arrival al at Ch 
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fubjects -v xes b organifed ; the ¢ 
hisa - ion Pcl ‘0 teftivity ; he n 
“ anu vand expenfive journ ey; on his: 
“he pafles under triumphal Bes". » 
The virtue, the religion, the benevolenes 
morals of the king, prefented fo few vul 
ts, that flander was at.a lofs on what party of 
charaCter to make an attack. The queen, e 
vp ht in her fentiments,-was lefs guarded in Yer 
é. In her calumny found an eafy, 
hewarde being united. with fedition, m 
attack, : with a view not only to 
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‘much admiration ; and as 

im giving, her predilection | 

wher bounty of admiration, ‘th 

$ co ag hoot reproach, the other, without 
the courfe of a reign of mie? 
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WM. Montjove, which I J 
cha ine read the Aemoires in 
ention. Sce Eloge, &c. 
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¢ feof publi 
Et ual Poy by his defire fo relieve t 
ok his people, declarcd that he would have fe more 
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loans or new ta¥es®. The minifter was obliged to 
convene the Notables, for whom he had pr 

plan at once dignified, _conttitutional,». and »expe- 
dient‘; ‘but the death of Vergennes oe¢afioned. de- 
lay, ant weakened the influence of si 
i i hintwas tard in 
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io moft fir difhoneft 
means, 0 cin by he convocation of the three eftates 
at a time and place which ren an operi war be- | 
tween the three orders oe we allowing 
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the tiers-etat a double nk ae ured their 
c , and tle eingion, taper orders an 
degrada ey inevi 








“At the meeting of the - De nape Fates eer sp Was 
placed» a fituation entirely n nd more em- 
than ‘al Toil before 
Y en compliance with the with of his tae : 
|theStates- General, yet the credit was attributed | 
toa mitiifter who had been obtrudedion. himvin con- 
tradi€tion to his own will. He was alarmed by re- 
of a deficit which, though unimportant in | 
itfelf, “~was magnified into}an unlimited evil, and 
which he could acquire no popularity by annihilat- 
ing, “as its exiftence was falfely imputed to him. 
The turbulence of the tiers-etat, their fa€tious pro- 
e againft the other ftates, and their unremit- | 
eavours ° embarrafs government and 1 
ity 5 the ‘rebe lions di a of the Pa- © 

















His authority was” “not 
y announced, yet oe 2 
difficulty and danger. 
nounced a popular 
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nh encomtaged by the . 
capital, who, guided 
fpirators, fanétioned every. 
¢ ition of petulance., 
them hye we fpported fn thofe infolent’ a 
on the which not only retrenched his aut 
rity in the Reinielration of affairs, but purfued hi 
in the hour of dejeétion, and to the recefles of pater- 
nal fenfibility, with clamorous defiance and brutal 
pertinacity. Thus was applaufe, inftead of con- art June. zi 
tempt, enfured to the treacherous pantomime of the 
Tennis-court ; thus were the benevolent i ipa) ni 
the ye _ with undifgu 
and ftigmatized. with unqu : 
minifter, who ad ade mi ure W 
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ination, and difclaimed every prc 
€ with that truly patriotic exclamation, “Iv 

« not fuffer a fingle life to be loft inamy. cgailed. Ace 
cordingly a mefiage was fent to the nobility, " 
ig them to join the siers-etat, which, no d- 
a.very vigorous oppofition “from the et ‘de 
onvas ied with*. Before we blame 

the. nee pondatl in this particular, it is neceflary 
pote the» virtues by which it ~~ 

the’ difficulties 
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4 Much has been ak thofe writers 4. infit on the king's in- 
fincerity refpeéting his ca age 7 : brougt out, from which an in- 
tended eicape is ftrongly in 


ex ti vr 18 iene, 
I thal] cite the words of Deiligens nc cahine ier a 2 Sen 
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., was*informed, that as the fury and malice of th = 
* urgents were ‘peculiarly pointeg eainf it. as 




















be highly proper to withdr vy, for fome time” é 
leaft, from erfaille: Her. anfwer was iit 
fiftent with: the Manimi had. always dif- “t 
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